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church, and provided ample accommodation for the flocks.
The Kurds came and reconnoitred, and cursed the inventive
and innovating Englishman up hill and down dale. Half
a dozen men with flint-locks could keep thirty of the best-
of them outside such a place ; and we believe that no village
built on this pattern has ever been seriously attacked.
Normally this district ought to be safe for Europeans;
yet it was the scene of one of the narrowest escapes that
the writer has ever experienced. In the summer of 1909,
when Urmi plain was in the condition of anarchy men-
tioned in the last chapter, some of the Christian villages
protected themselves by enlisting parties of exiles who
belonged to the fighting clans of Tergawar; men who loved
a battle for its own sake, and who also had a very special
personal grudge against the Kurds who were most, obnoxious
to their hosts. Hence it came to pass that when the Kurds
of a certain district came down to plunder the village of
Ardishai, with their usual insolent confidence, they met with
a most unexpectedly warm reception. In fact they walked
straight into a well arranged ambush; whence they only
escaped with the loss of fourteen dead, besides wounded;
and several .captured horses. This was of course a fearful
blow to their prestige, and they went home " with their
faces blackened/' and feeling that something must be done
to wipe off that stain.
The most obvious thing to do was to destroy the whole
of the next party of travellers that came their way from
Urmi district; and, as it happened, this was the writer's
caravan. A party was detailed for the job ; and when we
reached the village of Umbi, one easy day out from Urmi,
and asked for. hospitality for the night, this party settled
there also, camping on the roof next' to the one we were
occupying. We were not aware of the fact, and in any case
were safe in the village; for any attack there would be at
once a breach of hospitality, and a crime for which it would
be too easy to fix responsibility. Our would-be murderers,
however, made no secret before their hosts as to what their
errand was ; and the men of the village, though naturally
interested and sympathetic, advised them to push the